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Another busy year has flown by. Our Watershed Restoration Spe-
cialist, Evan Hayduk, has been incredibly successful in moving mul-
tiple MCWC projects forward.

The Council has also been engaged in multiple larger efforts: the
Mid Coast Water Planning Partnership, the Mid-Coast Basin Local
Stakeholder Advisory Committee, and most recently the Siletz Coho

Business Plan process. The Siletz Coho Business Plan is working to F¥8
develop restoration strategies linked to the federal Coho Recovery & 258

Plan priorities.

In addition, the Council continues to participate with conservation
organizations, federal and state agencies, and tribes on the devel-
opment of the Oregon Central Coast Estuarine Collaborative to

sk im-prove estuarine health and resilience. We now know that many

juvenile coho use estuarine areas more extensively than previous-

'_ ly thought, and that those that use estuaries survive and return to

spawn in higher numbers

One of the most significant issues facing the Pacific Northwest and
the world is the issue of climate change and how to store carbon.
While we work to improve riparian conditions in order to have cold,
clean streams for salmon recovery and communities, we now know
there are other co-benefits of these endeavors for climate.

NATURAL CLIMATE SOLUTIONS

There appears to be non-stop news concerning climate change and
what we need to do to limit global warming to avoid catastrophic
consequences, such as sea level rise and increased ocean acidifica-
tion, as well as droughts and fires—all of which we are already start-
ing to experience worldwide.

The 2017 document Natural Climate Solutions by Griscom et al. and
the 2018 Oregon Global Warming Commission’s Forest Carbon Ac-
counting Project Report (both on our website) reinforce the urgency
of action and the many options that may be pursued. Be it forest
lands, agricultural lands, grasslands or wetlands—there are multiple
conservation actions we can take to help reduce our carbon emis-

Cover photo: Waters from the Yaquina River inundate Poole Slough during a
king tide event. Background photo: Oak savanna in the South Fork Alsea Basin.




sions, which will also improve habitat for fish and water quality.

Improved land stewardship offers a powerful carbon storage method
4 and provides tremendous opportunities to cut emissions.

| We can store more carbon by increasing riparian buffers and having

@ longer timber rotations. While these ideas will be controversial if

imposed by regulation, there are many existing incentive programs,

i) and there are likely to be more. Because such solutions are not only i
=8 good for climate but also for our watersheds, salmon, and com- '}

munities, we can find many win-win opportunities. These include

flood buffering which can contribute to climate resilience for our
towns.

Further, Griscom et. al identifies that wetlands offer 14% of natu-
¥ ral climate solutions to reduce carbon and 19% of the opportunities

| are at a low cost. While total wetland acreage is less extensive than | “
forests or grasslands, per unit of area, they hold the highest carbon F==

{ stocks and provide the greatest potential for climate resilience and
improved water quality. '

The Beaver Creek conservation efforts (see next page) provides a
great example of implementing projects that have climate and other
benefits. In addition to protecting critical habitat for the threatened

| improved water quality and soil health, more fish and wildlife, and §§

Oregon Coast Coho and Marbled Murrelet, these actions also store §

carbon and provide landscape adaptability and resilience to climate |

change. By avoiding wetland loss we keep carbon tied up in the soils
and allow the wetlands to store and purify water. Conserving exist-

ing wetlands is much cheaper than mitigation, creation, and resto-

ration actions to replace wetlands and wetland functions that have
been lost.

PAUL ENGELMEYER

Ten Mile Sanctuary Manager .
Audubon Society of Portland

& Central Coast

Preserve Manager,

The Wetlands Conservancey
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RESTORATION SPAVER cREEK
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i nt Beaver Creek lies between Yaquina and Alsea Bays, entering the i
| ocean at Ona Beach in popular Brian Booth State Park. It has a ks
" valuable and productive run of threatened coho salmon that many | ¢..
| are working to sustain and enhance. While its’ upper reaches start i
| within Siuslaw National Forest, lower portions of the watershed
include 1261 acres of land owned by Oregon Parks and Recreation
% Department, a 77-acre wetland preserve owned by The Wetlands
Conservancy, and numerous private properties. About 68% of |
the of anadromous fish bearing stream miles are located on pri-
" vate properties, and hold the most valuable coho rearing habitat

in the watershed. The Siuslaw National Forest has been working to ¥

protect salmon and multiple other species in Beaver Creek’s head- %%
waters, while OPRD, TWC, and supportive landowners have been -

doing their part lower in the system—from planting trees, encour- j.
¢ aging and protecting beaver, and controlling invasive species, to §
ieducatlng the public through kayak tours, interpretive trails and

a visitor center MCWC has been working with landowners in the
L:fwatershed since our formation. Now we are going back to enhance §
some of that work, as well as working with new landowners, in
a concerted effort on seven contiguous properties on South Bea-
ver Creek (see map at left). This effort is made possible through a
grant from the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board, and with
the help of many other partners.

Phase_1_Properties |

Streams
B [ 2 Project Properties
1

il
% Though Beaver Creek may look beautiful, major portions of the
# basin’s lowland habitat are in too poor a shape to support salm-
£ on throughout the year. Stream channels lack large wood to cap-
J ture spawning gravels and have become incised. As a result, wa-
i ter is unable to flow over the banks and connect to the floodplain
y during high water events, as a healthy stream would. This flood-
¥ plain disconnection curtails the ability of water stored in flood-
¢ plain wetlands to help maintain cool stream water temperatures
during the summer, when stored water flows back into the stream
underground. The stream sides have sparse if any native riparian
vegetation to provide shade, habitat for birds, amphibians and oth-
er animals, or cover for fish. Lack of native vegetation also harms S8
beavers, an ecosystem engineer critical for salmon recovery. Most [&
of the vegetation you see is invasive reed canary grass. This grass
forms root mats so dense that it prohibits native trees and shrubs
from establishing. In additon, culverts under roads and driveways
are too high or degraded to allow juvenile salmon from seeking out
better habitat in side tributaries.

Simpson Creek, a tributary to North Bea-
ver Creek, essentially exists as a ditch to-
day. It is being evaluated as a future proj-
ect to restore habitat complexity.



To address these concerns, MCWC received funding to plant 15.15
| acres along South Beaver Creek, place large wood structures, in-
stall one beaver dam anchor, and remove a problematic culvert. |
| New riparian plantings will extend the pre-existing one-tree buf-
fers installed in the early 2000’s, creating a riparian zone up to 180
feet on either side of the stream. Wood placements and the beaver
dam anchor will increase stream and wetland complexity, flood-
" plain connectivity, and total habitat available to salmonids and oth-
er animals.

J-'.

y In addition to the private landowners, MCWC is grateful to work
i with 13 other partners that are contributing to this project: Han-
1 cock Forest Management, Oregon Parks and Recreation Depart-
hment Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, US Fish and
Wildlife Service, Trask Consulting, Confederated Tribes of Siletz
Indians, and the Seal Rock Water District.

¢ marshes of Baver Creek fill to the
brim during king tide events.
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PARTNER PROFILE NURSERY WORK

MCWC is one of 41 partners working with North Oregon Resto- |
ration Partnership to secure locally adapted native plant speciesg "
(sourced from their nursery in Tillamook) for our local watershed
restoration projects. In cooperation with Oregon Parks and Recre- |
Bl ation Department, we have established a NORP satellite nursery to | |
| store and care for plants prior to their planting in nearby sites. This i
nursery is strategically located within Brian Booth State Park: it’s a
15 minute drive from our office, and centrally-located in relation §
to our remote restoration projects. Almost every week, volunteers
work with OPRD Natural Resources Specialist Celseste Lebo to pot
NORP plants and start new plants from seeds or cuttings collected
locally. Many of these same individuals also helped in setting up |
the nursery by building raised beds for sowing seeds, frames to
store potted plants in, fencing to keep deer and state park visitors
from entering, and bird boxes to attract local wildlife. We're always
looking for more volunteers, so contact us if you're interested.



BUIL%IgﬁMUNITY

20 1 8 One of MCWC’s goals is to provide a public forum for education

and discussion about regional watershed topics affecting our salm-

FI N ANCI AL on, water quality, and other natural resources. To do so, MCWC

reserves the first Thursday of every month to gather board and en-
RE Po RT gaged community members alike for our Community Meetings,
— which include presentations by guest speakers. The researchers,
Tl $66,146 professionals, and project collaborators we host share their exper-
State Grant Receipts $129,546 tise on various natural resource topics of interest in our watershed.

Administrative Receipts $12,986 While we know that natural resources serve as the backbone of and
Donations Receipts $2,174 ! -
e e $4,008 backdrop to our local culture and economy; it can often be a chal-
Contract Receipts $21,548 lenge to glean knowledge on the status of these resources from the
TEErE= s en $1 experts that study them: That’s why MCWC holds a consistent date,

Other Receipts $3,647 ! : | 1 ; b Ll

el TOTAL OYrEPrY [i time, and place to allow community members to more easily share
= = in the wealth of knowledge that exists here, and to meet otherinter- "
s = ; - SRS
esting people. After each presentation, we encourage constructive = s
engagement from listeners. In addition, we serve refreshments so =t .
i 3 H q y FEr. =L
that people can take some time to interact with their friends or @i s
meet new ones. This creates a learning environment in which ev- ’-_,i .-?'E"'.!f
eryone who attends is able to grow their understanding of our local & #l?'
Lk =
]

3

&

ecology and fellow community members. ' £

s

Below are all the speakers we were grateful to host in 2018.

JANUARY 15 Years of SEPTEMBER Invasive
Winter Steelhead Species: Threats,
Monitoring. Eric Brown, Challenges, and Solutions.
. - ODFW. Jim Nechols, KSU.

67% L

B

o
e " !

FEBRUARY Ocean OCTOBER The Blob, El Nino,
~ EXPENDITURES Acidification in Estuaries. and the Biological
‘| Personal Services $76,840 George Waldbusser, OSU.  Response across the
Material anq Supplies $23,303 . Northeast Pacific.
B} Ly Acministration Expenses pepyeedl 1. MAY The Eulachon Story.  Laurie Weitkamp, NOAA.
Contract Services $98,518 # Mac Barr, ODFW.
{ Internet and Telephone Services  $1,521 | DECEMBER Why We Can Still
e oo yopedBlll JUNE Freshwater Mussels. Build a Thriving Future- and

Interest Expenses $761 | Emilie Blevins, Easy Ways to H6|p.

|: i I-. By e T T R M
r

i ' !ﬂ..T_.?T‘.“- e e e e 2 237,027 Xerces Society. Mary DeMocker, author of The
'EI' BESE The above was prepared by MCWC Parents’ Guide to
@8 £ Fiscal Manager, Tanya Graham. AUGUST Living with Climate Revolution.

Beaver. Evan Hayduk, MCWC.

Tanya works remotely, after near-
ly two decades of work locally for
both MCWC and Lincoln Soil and |

-"id-

. If you would like to learn about what we have in store for future
- Community Meetings, be sure to check out our website’s News &
|\ Events page, and subscribe to our email list.




GOODBYE W AYNE

Wayne Hoffman’s long, 20-year career as the Watershed Coun-
cil Coordinator and then Policy Director for the MidCoast Water-
sheds Council came to an end in October, 2018. Co-workers, col-
| leagues and friends gathered to celebrate his many contributions to

On the evening of Tuesday, October 23rd , the upstairs of a favorite
restaurant, Local Ocean Seafoods, was packed with people want-
ing to say goodbye and to share many stories about Wayne’s role
in protecting and improving river and stream habitat for salmon.
The company, food and drinks were enjoyed by all along with gifts

#<" for Wayne to use at his new home in Wilmington, North Carolina. &
i _"-

* Not wanting to burden Wayne with more to move, MCWC and the |
< | Lincoln Soil and Water Conservation District provided him with 3
. \ gift certificates that would allow him to visit the natural areas near
ﬁ_.. | his new home. These included memberships to the North Carolina §
I |‘r"q_ Y Aquarium in Fort Fisher and to Airlie Gardens, as well as a number

4 of boat trips with Wrightsville Boat Tours so that Wayne can have
access to the incredible birding that exists on the barrier islands. &

'-J--

Wayne also served on the Board of Directors for our close partners
PSR ot the Lincoln Soil and Water Conservation District. Between the ;
- two organizations, his involvement in the Mid-Coast Water Plan-
B8 ning Partnership and the Siletz Basin Coho Business Plan were es- §
y pecially notable in recent years, and he plans on serving an advis-
y 4 ing role from afar as necessary while work is done to fill his shoes.
We are sad to see Wayne go as a friend and colleague, but wish him
well for life’s next set of adventures.

P MARK
SAELENS

Treasurer
& Small Government
N .= Representative

Background photo: Big Creek.



il i

wl i _;'1“;«."‘ : i “‘f‘[ ‘ i 3 ‘;i‘ ; Vrri,; .‘r'-
C X Afsea W.a?tershed Coﬁﬁc Llnqoln Cequ:%{ubllc : icific States Marine.

N . ﬁ'
Audﬂbori SQCIew oﬁ; . ~Works E{N f‘a;“: gﬁsherles Com@:ylss%on #h,
ater”

Pp]rtiaﬁd o - Lincoln Sbrl a

J ¥ Peter Tronque\& I
Berﬂ;oq C;ounty - Conservation Dlst{r_ef’»*" \PriVate Lando ngp" % -f :
BentOp"Son and Water , _Mlam: TimBer.s.. 7' 7 %} on Drift Cregk=
“Conservation’ District | i' ""E‘ % H\Watershed Coufigi =
Bureau ofland heri¢ “Assgujation; Seal Rock Water Disfrist.
Managenﬁentx g AN :Society . - 'Siletz Watershed COUf
2 ~«Cascade Pacmc Reswurce fNatural R“rcghs & SOLVE"

,_ _;n Hon Serv -SWker Forests B
f b -*ngeiobmght ,,,5;; -g ,;1\/| Center The Nature Conservaggy =~ - %
18 '.City of Newpértﬁ; ‘-’“‘.ﬁ 2 '@r'e‘éon --_?A_;_ ,ent of Tﬁe Wétlands Conservé ,~y e

_ City.of Siletz *"** i el Enwronméri;[szﬁ Qufahty Thompson Sanitary. Service : =

.....

- Confederated Tribes of the Oregon Departrn%n;.pf Fish Trask. ansultlng

Grande Ronde Indians and Wildlife * ;;}.;j-_;..,é;‘_j’roufi plimited- Blueback
C@:émfe erated Tribes of the Oregon Department ‘of ;,u.%’;;?Ch Pt
Ietz Indians Forestry L;JMCorps of L
Dahl Drsposal Service Oregon Department of Engineers
Gegrgra-Pacuﬁc State Lands US Environmental P
Hanciqck Forest Oregon Depa@tg t of Protection Agency T
- Management Water Rg ¢ US'Fish and Wildlife.Sepwigé: -
Hat,ﬁeld Marine Science  Oregon Pe k and US Forest Serwce-‘E 'm.
CéQ:cer 1O D iﬁiatlonal ForBst = .= “~t—- g %
548 Inst\tute for AppLed ;éyerhaeuse‘.r - ""wj-""
‘ t Ecblqg YaqLu'ha Blrder' R ek
b John St man e o Naturahsts T
» .. Lane cOugg osu =
"-T_‘._F -“’ o 1;1:}4*4 '
Arngp 7 T %3',' o ‘j ’-f';v

S ‘F* e

MidCoast Watersheds Council is a 50(c)3) nblfaoﬁt organization. All donations are
tax deductible and may be sent to our mailing address, or made on our website.

Background photo: Bummer Creek.




