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The MidCoast Watersheds Council (MCWC) is a local nonprofit organization dedicated 
to improving the health of streams and watersheds of Oregon’s central coast so they 
produce clean water, rebuild healthy salmon populations, and support a healthy ecosys-
tem and economy. 
 
The MCWC works in an area of nearly one million acres, including all streams draining 
from the crest of the Coast Range to the Pacific, from the Salmon River to Cape Creek 
at Heceta Head. This area includes the watersheds of the Salmon, Siletz, Yaquina, Al-
sea, and Yachats Rivers, and more than 28 smaller ocean tributaries. 

 
The MCWC is dedicated to achieving the following goals: 

1. To provide a public forum for discussion and education of regional watershed      
issues. 

2. To assess the conditions of MidCoast watersheds. 
3. To implement and monitor scientifically based projects to promote the protection or 

restoration of healthy fish and wildlife resources, water quality and quantity, and 
overall watershed health. 
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The MidCoast Watersheds Council had many accomplishments in 2008. The momen-
tum created and new initiatives will continue to carry us forward into the future.  

We have a closer and better working relationship with the Salmon-Drift Creek Water-
shed Council. We are partnering with them on some projects and they have accepted a 
seat on the MidCoast Watersheds Council Board of Directors. Both our groups are in-
volved in Hire the Fisher programs that assist out of work fishermen and accomplish 
studies or projects. The Salmon-Drift Creek group is very active with many ongoing 
projects.  
 

The Siletz Watershed Council is also very active. This year they are leading an initiative 
to prohibit motor boats above the drinking water intakes for several communities. They 
are reaching out on a park improvement project that should increase public awareness 
of river conditions. They did a cleanup of trash along the riverbank and are trying to 
get large items of trash removed from the river. 
 

We are making progress on developing a good working relationship with the Alsea Wa-
tershed Council. And the Yaquina Basin Planning Team has initiated efforts to involve 
the public in that watershed.  

 

The MCWC Education Program continues to increase the participation of schools 
throughout Lincoln County. The schools are involved in stream studies and improve-
ment, typically through after school programs. This year there were two one-week sum-
mer camps for middle school children.  

 

We continue to have educational programs at our monthly meetings that are great 
learning experiences and provide broadened 
perspectives on many issues. These pro-
grams varied from forest conservation ease-
ments, aerial surveys using LIDAR (Light 
Detection and Ranging), to water quality 
improvement using TMDL (total maximum 
discharge limits). 

 

Every year I am amazed and express my  
appreciation at what this small group of 
dedicated volunteers and staff can           
accomplish.   

                                 Sam Adams 

                                                                                                  

Statement from the Chairman 
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This has been a banner year for the MidCoast Watersheds Council. We have done the 
largest amount of restoration work in our history, over one million dollars worth, and 
with commensurate ecological value. We completed major restoration projects on North 
Beaver Creek, Elkhorn Creek, Horse Creek, Preacher Creek, and upper Lobster Creek.  
The North Beaver, Elkhorn, and Preacher Creek work implemented Limiting Factors 
Analysis recommendations for the streams.  

 

The work in all five streams featured log placement by helicopter. On Elkhorn Creek 
we also obliterated an abandoned road and cleaned up trash from an old homestead. On 
Preacher we replaced a barrier culvert, and on Upper Lobster we removed an old trash 
rack that was complicating passage and material movement. 

  

We completed another phase of the Lint Slough restoration, removing two control 
structures and major portions of a levee, alleviating a water quality issue in the former 
bypass canal and bringing the overall slough closer to its historic configuration. Smaller 
projects included a series of culvert replacements on Starr Creek, and one on Fish 
Creek. 

 

Looking to the future, we engaged in Limiting Factors Analyses on the Upper Yaquina 
River, Little Rock Creek in the Siletz, and Upper Five Rivers in the Alsea Basin. We 
also entered into a partnership with the US Forest Service, Salmon-Drift Creek Water-
shed Council, and Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board for major restoration efforts 
in the Salmon River estuary. Increased participation from our industrial partners, led 
by Plum Creek Timberlands, has allowed us to expand our salvage log program that 
stockpiles logs for instream projects. 

 

Our Education Program continues to expand 
in coverage and scope, with programs 
throughout the region. It continues to 
strengthen its ongoing partnerships with Lin-
coln County School District, Community 
Services Consortium, and the three local 
charter schools. A major development this 
year was nursery programs staffed by school 
students, with the most ambitious program at 
the Eddyville Charter School.   

                                         

Continued on next page... 
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This program will provide trees and shrubs to us for our restoration projects, as well as 
plants for other projects. The program is also expanding its day camp and overnight 
camp offerings.  

   

On a less positive note, this year saw major declines in returns of both Coho and Fall 
Chinook Salmon. The Chinook of the Siletz Basin appear particularly hard-hit. These 
declines were caused by particularly poor ocean conditions when the smolts went to sea, 
and extended up and down the coast from California to British Columbia. As I write, 
the Coho returns are much better in 2008, but the Chinook numbers are again poor. 
The Watersheds Council cannot heal the ocean, but we can help to assure that good 
numbers of healthy smolts reach it each year. Ocean conditions were much better in 
summer 2008, and we are expecting rebounds in salmon numbers in coming years. 

 

The Commercial Fishing Fleet has suffered three summers now of poor fishing and re-
stricted seasons. We were able to hire a crew of out-of-work trollers to survey beaver 
ponds in the region, and partnered with the Salmon-Drift Creek Watershed Council 
and the Lincoln Soil and Water Conservation District on two other crews that planted 
and released riparian trees and did other manual restoration tasks. The results of the 
beaver surveys are highlighted later in this report. 

 

Once again, I must acknowledge our gratitude to our many partners. The Oregon Wa-
tershed Enhancement Board always ranks first among these. Other important partners 
include the US Forest Service, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, Oregon De-
partment of Forestry, Lincoln Soil and Water Conservation District, Lincoln County, 
Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission, Plum Creek Timberlands, Forest Capital 
Partners, Starker Forests, Salmon-Drift Creek Watershed Council, Surfrider, and the 
Camp Westwind Stewardship Group. 

                                                                                           Wayne Hoffman 

The Watershed Coordinator, Dr. Wayne Hoffman, also represents the interests of the council 
and lends his scientific expertise in a variety of policy arenas. This fiscal year’s participation 

included: 

Camp Westwind Stewardship Group; Lincoln Soil and Water Conservation District 

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Native Fish Conservation Policy Task Force 

Oregon Department of Agriculture’s Local Advisory Committee for SB1010 Plan Review 

Oregon Network of Watershed Councils 

Oregon Hatchery Research Center Advisory Committee 

Sea Grant Research Prioritization for 2009–2011 

Siuslaw National Forest Alsea Forest Stewardship Program 
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 Chair   Sam Adams 

 Vice-chair   Rennie Ferris 

 Treasurer   Jan Christensen 

 Recorder   Fran Recht 

 

 Siletz WC  Jan Christensen 

 Yaquina WC  open 

 Industrial Timber Jeff Light 

 Environmental  Paul Engelmeyer 

 Commercial Fishing Bob Kemp 

 Small Woodlot Owner open 

 Local Government open 

 Grazing   Joe Steere 

 Agriculture  Rennie Ferris 

 Public Land Manager Randy van Prooyen 

 Sport Fishing  Kip Wood 

 TECH Team  John Spangler 

 Academic Research open 

 Port Districts  open 

 Aquaculture  open 

 Education  Fran Recht 

 Restoration Worker Mark Stone               

 At Large     Anne Sigleo 

 At Large   Jennifer Beathe  
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Technical Team 
The TECH Team meets the third Thursday of each month to review project proposals, 
plan projects, and make recommendations to the council on scientific issues. 

 

Administration 
The ADMIN Committee meets the Tuesday immediately preceding the monthly Coun-
cil meeting and reviews fiscal statements, oversees the administrative budget, supervises 
employees, and makes recommendations to the Council on organizational, policy, and 
procedural matters. 

 

 

Council Coordinator   

      Wayne Hoffman 

Restoration Technician    

      Parker Ogburn 

Local Watershed Support 

      Salmon-Drift Creek: Corrina Chase 

      Siletz: Parker Ogburn, Greg Harlow  

      Yaquina: Debra Spoelstra 

Education Coordinator   

      Virginia Tardaewether 

Financial Management   

      Tanya Jorgenson 

Beaver Pond Surveyors   

      Kevin Bastian 

      Corey Feldner 

       

Staff and Contractors 

Committees 
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Angell Job Corps 

Benton County Public Works 

Benton Soil and Water Conservation District 

Bio Surveys LLC 

Bureau of Land Management 

Central Coast Land Conservancy 

Community Services Consortium 

Confederated Tribes of Grande Ronde 

Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians 

Eddyville Charter School 

Forest Capital Partners 

Green Diamond Company 

Hull-Oakes Company 

Jubitz Foundation 

Lincoln County Commission 

Lincoln County Public Works 

Lincoln County School District 

Lincoln County Soil and Water Conservation              
District 

National Audubon Society 

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 

National Forest Foundation 

The MidCoast Watersheds Council thanks our many partners who        
contributed to our work in 2007–2008 

Natural Resource Conservation Service 

Oregon Coast Community College 

Oregon Department of Environmental Quality 

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Oregon Department of Forestry 

Oregon Department of State Parks 

Oregon Department of State Police 

Oregon Department of Transportation 

Oregon Ecology Education Fund 

Oregon State University Extension Service 

Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board 

Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission 

Plum Creek Timberlands 

Port of Alsea 

Siuslaw National Forest 

Starker Forests 

The Wetlands Conservancy 

United States Environmental Protection 
Agency 

United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

Van Eck Forest Trust 

Wilderness Volunteers 

Partners 
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This year the Salmon-Drift Creek Watershed Council 
(SDWCD) focused on the Lower Salmon River Project and 
capacity building. 

 

A strategic plan developed in early 2007 has guided capacity 
building efforts. In September 2007, SDCWC hired its first 
employee, Corrina Chase, as coordinator for the council. 
Corrina and several board members have also attended train-
ing sessions, workshops, and conferences that have helped 
SDWCD grow. 

 

The plethora of projects in the Salmon River watershed 
stems from the momentum garnered by the recent comple-
tion of two planning projects: the Lower Salmon River Plan done with National Forest 
Foundation support (2006) and The Nature Conservancy’s Salmon River Conservation 
Action Plan (2008).  

 

Through a major grant from US Fish and Wildlife’s 
National Coastal Wetland Conservation Program and 
matching funds from Oregon Watershed Enhance-
ment Board (OWEB), US Forest Service, Department 
of State Lands and other partners, many of the major 
restoration projects outlined in the Lower Salmon 
River Plan have been at least partially funded and will 
take place over the next few years.  

 

In this fiscal year, 
Pixieland and Tamara 

Quays underwent a major asphalt and infrastructure 
removal effort organized by Siuslaw National Forest. 
SDCWC hired a crew of displaced salmon fishermen to 
plant trees and clear invasive species at these sites. The 
crew worked for several months and planted over 2000 
native trees and shrubs at these sites, which were ac-
companied by elk exclusion fencing.  

 

Significant headway was made against invasive Himala-
yan blackberry and Scotch broom as well. SDCWC will 
continue to work with this productive crew in the future. 

 

 

Continued on next page... 

Salmon-Drift Creek Watershed 
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Planning and preparation was also done for a Limiting Factors Analysis in the Bear 
Creek Basin, a survey of culverts in the entire Salmon River watershed, and installation 
of a fish passage friendly culvert on Rowdy Creek at Tamara Quays. 

 

SDCWC conducts biweekly sampling and analysis of water quality (bacteria, dissolved 
oxygen, temperature, conductivity, turbidity, pH and flow) in the Salmon River, Schoo-
ner Creek, Devil’s Lake, and Drift Creek basins. This data is partially in support of the 
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) process of establishing total maximum 
daily loads for pollutants for Salmon River and Thompson Creek, which have been   
303(d) listed for temperature and dissolved oxygen. This work is funded by OWEB  
and DEQ and depends on many volunteer hours.  

The Yaquina Basin Group experienced some slow going with staff turnover and poor 
participation. We hired a new group coordinator, Debra Spoelstra, in January of 2008. 
We are currently revamping the group and altering its focus. 

 

Debra is organizing more field trips and family friendly educational outings open to 
community members and landowners, and focusing less on evening meetings. Debra is 
also integrating herself into the education program, which should help with community 
outreach.  

 

In the fall of 2008 a group met to walk and watch salmon spawning in Simpson and 
Cook Creeks, where participants also learned 
about and viewed past restoration projects in this 
area. The group was amazed as to what was in 
their “backyard" and requested more outings be-
ginning in the spring of 2009. Several programs 
are now in the works, and we are hoping to iden-
tify a couple of community projects and organize 
past projects such as SOLV's Down by the River-
side. New collaborations are being formed and we 
are looking forward to the Yaquina Group once 
again becoming a good community partner. 

Yaquina Watershed Council 
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We have named our water protection plan the Siletz River Clean Water Initiative 
(CWI) this year with a broad focus on our river and all activities impacting our water-
shed. Oregon DEQ has upgraded gasoline to a higher level threat, and the council is 
supporting and promoting a request by the City of Siletz to the Oregon State Marine 
Board to ban the use of gasoline boat motors above public water intakes. This request 
has been endorsed by Lincoln County and all other municipal water users, but was de-
nied by OSMB. Our council and the city remain committed to the ban and continue to 
collect signatures in an ongoing petition drive with a goal of 10,000 signatures. 

 

The first Saturday of April marks our annual Spring 
River Clean-up. This year more than 50 participants 
including children, fishing guides, anglers and local 
resident volunteers recovered over 3000 pounds of wet 
trash as a part of SOLV’s Adopt-A-River program. Fall 
clean-ups are conducted informally by anglers floating 
the river following high water events. The council also 
placed fishing line recycling stations at a number of      
locations including Moonshine and Twin Bridges Parks. 

 

Substantive progress has been made in the effort to renovate the Old Mill site into a 
usable public park with a make-over to the boat ramp and invasive plant removal by the 
children of the Siletz Valley School. Plans to develop a “real” Mill Park with picnic     
tables, restroom facilities, lighting, improved access and parking and a nature/culture 
trail are underway in hopes of drawing the community closer together. 

 

The council continues to be involved with a variety of other projects and issues includ-
ing participation on the Siletz Falls fish 
trap and the Palmer Creek acclimation 
ponds with ODFW. Our winter steel-
head broodstock program is the focus of 
ongoing research at the Oregon Hatch-
ery Research Center. 

 

The Siletz Watershed Council meets 
monthly (except July) on the third Tues-
day at the Siletz Library. The focus of 
the meeting is to learn how we can better 
care for our resources. 

Siletz Watershed Council 
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The MCWC Education Program, managed by Virginia Tardaewether, has integrated 
watershed education activities for all ages in most watersheds of the region. 

 

In the north part of the County the Educa-
tion Program continues to support the 
Salmon River Plan (see p. 8) through vari-
ous learning activities. Career Tech stu-
dents and teachers, the summer natural 
resource crews, and the Lincoln City high 
school are involved in activities. There is 
also a Schooner Creek Stream Team and a 
group that works at Crowley Creek and/or 
Deer Creek. Camp Westwind, just south of 
Cascade Head, served as the location for 
Newport Outdoor School activities for 

middle school students. This new venue allowed the group to work locally instead of 
traveling to the Willamette Valley. A new partner in activities this year was the Long-
view Hills Fishing Club, which worked with middle school students at the Schooner 
Creek Fish Trap. 

 

Olalla Creek (east of Toledo) continued to 
be a focus for student studies. This year a 
new group of 7th and 8th graders visited the 
creek two days each six-week session. The 
students observed how a beaver pond in the 
area is changing the bottom marsh and 
creek area, they collected and analyzed 
macroinvertebrates as an indicator of water 
quality, revisited photopoints to study tree 
growth changes, and conducted mycology 
surveys. The students became pretty good at 
categorizing mushrooms. Partners included 
the Lincoln County School District, teach-
ers, the landowner, YSI Incorporated and Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife. In 
the summer, a two week Olalla Creek Restoration and Education Day Camp was held.  
Matt Sennewald, a summer intern oversaw the summer events for 31 middle school 
students and six high school student counselors.  

Education Program  

Continued on next page... 
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Costs for the intern and two of the counselors were shared with Lincoln Soil and Water 
Conservation District (LSWCD), while Community Services Consortium sponsored 

two of the other counselors. During the first 
week of camp the youths learned macroinver-
tebrate habitat and ecology and then tied flies 
for various life stages. They tried out their 
flies fishing at Olalla Reservoir with the Long-
view Hills Fishing Club. The students also 
made paper from reed canary grass, yellow 
iris, nettles and blackberries (all invasive 
plants). They also completed an obstacle 
course, where they had to throw a hatchet, 
make a fire with flint and steel, demonstrate 
fire safety, climb a hill and cross a log, track a 
deer and find coyote scat. The group practiced 
drumming and practiced firedancing.  

 

Outdoor School for 60 Siletz, Eddyville, MidCoast Christian School and home school 
students took place at Drift Creek Camp (Lincoln City) with the help of high school 
student counselors, teachers, and specialists. Many volunteers also helped out with spe-
cial activities and details. The parents of the home school group did the food prepara-
tion, Joe Scott from Siletz taught a history lesson on the Confederated Tribes of the 
Siletz Indians and showed the children how to make dentalim jewelry and provided ap-
ples for apple cider. Elizabeth Rose 
and staff from Georgia Pacific worked 
with recycling and making paper from 
invasive species. Parker Ogburn 
(OSU 4-H) taught lessons on team-
work; Gene and Pat Davenport taught 
lessons on native culture, feature 
wrapping and native uses of plants 
and animals. Jan Robbins of the US 
Forest Service provided lessons on 
forestry and soils, Jack Davis con-
ducted lessons on tracking, fire mak-
ing, arrow and hatchet use. The Fire-
dancers did an evening presentation 
which included a local high school 
student in the cast. Sara Gibson and 
Sandi LaRouche worked with mycology and botany lessons. Garry Corkum was camp 
nurse and also taught lessons on hiking, outdoor wellness, kayaking and water safety.  
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Restoration Projects 

 

Instream habitat restoration has been our largest sin-
gle focus for several years. Our projects are usually 
designed to improve Coho Salmon habitat, but they 
attempt to do so by restoring important ecosystem 
functions and processes. As a result they provide 
habitat improvements for numerous species, and 
benefit overall watershed health. If there is one draw-
back to our Coho focus it might be that it limits our 
choice of stream systems, steering us away from 
places where we could really benefit other resources 
and functions.  

 

Our main approach is to place logs or trees into 
stream channels, adding structure and complexity. 
Likely most streams in this region were well-supplied 
with large wood, but 150 years of management has 
left most with an acute shortage. To address this 
shortage, we airlifted trees into six streams with a 
Chinook helicopter. These trees are sorting gravel, aggrading the channel, improving 
floodplain connection, improving water quality by diverting fine sediment onto the 
floodplain, providing cover, and providing substrate for invertebrates; in short, improv-
ing watershed health.  

 

We also completed another phase of the Lint Slough restoration, and smaller projects 
included a series of culvert replacements on Starr Creek, and one on Fish Creek. 

 

 

 

 

This project was conducted in partnership with OWEB, Siuslaw National Forest, and a 
crew of displaced salmon trollers hired by Lincoln SWCD contributed hand labor. We 
airlifted 80 trees into 1.5 miles of this tributary of Beaver Creek, to improve instream 
habitat and hydrological function on this important Coho spawning stream. We also 
obliterated an abandoned spur road that ran up the creek bottom and helped clean up 
an old homestead site recently acquired by the forest. Both actions should materially 
improve water quality. 

Elkhorn Creek 
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Partners were OWEB, the Siuslaw National Forest, and private landowners. We air-
lifted 120 trees into 2.5 miles of the upper reaches. These are intended to provide all 

the normal functions, but in this system, re-
taining and sorting spawning gravel is a prior-
ity. The Beaver Creek system, which includes 
Elkhorn Creek and North (and South) Beaver 
Creeks and tributaries, is the smallest system 
labeled as an “independent” population for 
Oregon Coastal Coho. As such, it has played 
a disproportionate role in determinations of 
threatened status and in recovery planning. 
Spawning gravel is recognized as a primary 
limiting factor in Beaver Creek, and this pro-
ject was designed to alleviate this problem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Partners were OWEB, Plum Creek 
Timberlands, the Siuslaw National For-
est, and Oregon Department of Fish 
and Wildlife. Horse Creek is a large 
tributary of Drift Creek (Alsea) and is 
an important Coho stream. Logs were 
placed in Horse Creek a decade ago by 
the previous owner, and provided sub-
stantial benefit. This project however, 
by using the helicopter, was able to 
place much longer trees, extending the 
influence of the placements much far-
ther into the floodplain and riparian 
zone. The project treated 2 miles of 
habitat with 108 trees. 

North Beaver Creek 

Horse Creek 
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OWEB, the Siuslaw Na-
tional Forest, and Oregon 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife were the principal 
partners. In addition to the 
log placements, we replaced 
a culvert that was a barrier 
to fish passage up a tribu-
tary. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Partners were OWEB, ODFW, 
Department of State Lands, and 
the City of Waldport. In this 
phase we removed two control 
structures and major portions of 
a levee. This work is designed to 
alleviate a water quality issue in 
the former bypass canal and al-
low expansion of tidal marsh 
habitats. Future phases are 
planned for 2009 and 2010.  

Preacher Creek 

Lint Slough      
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Trends in Abundance of Beaver Dams 
 

 
 

 

Beaver ponds aid in a variety 
of ecosystem functions.  They 
improve floodplain connec-
tivity, and improve the con-
nection between surface and 
ground water, aiding in re-
charging water tables. They 
help maintain summer mini-
mum flows. They are sites of 
increased primary productiv-
ity, and repositories of nutri-
ent-rich flotsam (fallen leaves, 
salmon carcasses) that other-
wise would be carried down-

stream.  And, they are superior rearing habitat for juvenile Coho Salmon. Summer car-
rying capacity is higher in beaver ponds than in stream habitats, and the juveniles in 
ponds have higher growth rates. In winter, juvenile Coho do not feed as much, but 
need cover and off-channel or ponded habitats to provide refuge from the high flow 
rates of high-water events. 

 

Beavers in the MidCoast region mainly live in bank burrows, and rarely build lodges.  
Many live in lakes and large streams where they do not build dams, but in the smaller 
tributaries where they do build dams, 
they provide the ecosystem services de-
scribed above. Many beaver dams are 
low and built of relatively small materi-
als, and generally do not survive winter 
flows. Some, however are much larger, 
a meter or more tall, and built of larger 
logs and sticks, generally with added 
mud and stones, and may persist for 
years. These large persistent dams cre-
ate larger ponds that are far more im-
portant in providing the habitat and 
ecosystem functions we value. 

 

Monitoring 
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We have accumulated much anecdotal evidence for a 
major decline in beaver populations in the smaller 
tributaries of the Coast Range over the past two to 
three decades. To see whether such a decline has in 
fact happened, we have conducted a series of surveys 
of the abundance and distribution of beaver dams 
and ponds. We are not counting beavers, just their 
construction. 

 

While conducting Limiting Factors Analyses for us, 
Bio-Surveys LLC surveyed beaver dams in middle 
and upper Five Rivers, and in the upper Yaquina Ba-
sin, then compared their results to dam counts from 
Aquatic Habitat Inventories (AHI) done on the same 
streams in the 1990s. In upper Five Rivers, the AHI 
showed 71 dams in this 10,000-acre basin, but in 
2007, only 3 were present. The upper Yaquina area 
is larger, about 21,000 acres, and in the 1990s 128 

dams were recorded. The 2007 count was 20. Table 1 shows the numbers of beaver 
dams in each tributary in the area, in the 1990s, compared to 2007. The numbers de-
clined in all streams except the Little Yaquina, which had one dam in each period. 

 

Continued on next page... 

Buttermilk 61  7 

Stony  4  0 

Young 20  2 

Humphrey 13  7 

Yaquina R.  14  3 

Little Yaquina   1  1 

Trib “X” 15 0 

TOTALS  128 20 

Table 1.  Numbers of Beaver Dams in the Upper Yaquina, by Tributary Stream 

  1992 – 1997  2007 
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Bio-Surveys also provided 
data from surveys they did in 
the Tillamook Basin, where 
they found a decline from 
136 dams to 113 in just one 
year, from 2006 to 2007. 

 

In 2007 we also  were able to 
conduct beaver dam surveys 
of most of the rest of the 
Yaquina Basin, using a crew 
of salmon trollers we hired 
with salmon disaster assistance funds. The crew worked in fall, when numbers of dams 
are normally highest. They mapped and counted dams, and measured the height and 
length of each dam, and also the width and length of the ponds. 

 

Comparison of their data with AHI results is not complete, but gives a good baseline 
for the current status of beaver dams in the basin. 

 

Most of the ponds found were small, with low dams.  Large ponds with high dams were 
rare. Valley-width ponds were rare, and most ponds were more or less linear. Almost 
40% appeared to be abandoned at the time of the survey. 

 

Table 2 summarizes the results of this survey. The Lower Yaquina had more total 
ponds, more ponds per mile, and larger ponds than the other areas. The Big Elk was 
intermediate, and the Upper Yaquina tributaries had the fewest ponds. Most dams were 
low (10–50cm) and appeared unlikely to survive fall and winter freshets.   

 

Table 2.  2007 Beaver Dam Survey, Yaquina Basin 

5TH –Field   Miles  Dams Dams/Mile Pool Area 

Buttermilk        23.5 93 3.96   10,474 

Stony        20.4         109  5.34  110,243 

Young        12.8 27   2.11      3,003 
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So, these data taken together confirm that the numbers of beaver dams and ponds has 
declined drastically throughout the region, and that currently the large persistent ponds 
that are especially valuable are particularly uncommon.  These findings have serious 
implications for the recovery of listed Coho Salmon, as well as for the manifold ecosys-
tem functions beaver ponds provide.  In the future the MCWC will continue to investi-
gate means and opportunities for encouraging beaver populations in the locations 
where they can most benefit Coho Salmon and ecosystem health. 
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           2006–2007        2007–2008 

INCOME 

Government Grants    635,106         1,017,829 

Other Grants       66,049   103,137 

Administrative Charges     52,270 

Interest            319          251 

Donated Services             200,000   280,239 

Other Income      30,692          855 

TOTAL INCOME    984,436         1,432,563 

 

EXPENSES 

Contract Services    473,799   815,340 

Inkind Services    200,000   280,239 

Payroll and Taxes    119,149   136,309 

Materials and Supplies   120,971     62,206 

Grant Reimbursements     53,661       9,437 

Travel        15,783     11,109 

Rent        14,200     10,800 

Office Expenses        5,318       3,806 

Telephone and Internet       3,528       3,930 

Professional Fees           197       3,900 

Insurance         2,203       9,290 

Depreciation         1,200          615 

Other Expenses               0       3,029 

TOTAL EXPENSES                   1,062,270         1,349,010 

 

Net Assets:  July 1               121,661 (2006)              41,054 (2007) 

Net Assets:  June 30       41,054 (2007)            139,546 (2008) 

Change in Net Assets              (80,607)               98,492 

 

Financial Statement is extracted from the Audit Report prepared by Ritacco & Wilder 
P.C. of Newport. Full Report is available from the MCWC office, 23 North Coast  
Highway, Newport, 97365. 

Financial Statement 



 

1  

MidCoast Watersheds Council — a 501(c)3 non-profit corporation  

Email: mcwc@midcoastpartners.org  /  Website: http://www.midcoastwatershedscouncil.org 

23 North Coast Highway, Newport, OR 97365 — 541-265-9195 office — 541-265-9351 fax 




