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The MidCoast Watersheds Council (MCWC) is a non-profit 
organization dedicated to improving the health of streams and 
watersheds of Oregon’s central coast so they produce clean water, 
rebuild healthy salmon populations and support a healthy 
ecosystem and economy. 
 
The MCWC works in an area of nearly one million acres including all of 
the streams draining from the crest of the Coast Range to the Pacific, 
from the Salmon River to Cape Creek at Heceta Head. 

Our projects help salmon migrate to and from their spawning grounds, 
improve water quality, and conserve and restore important river and 
estuary habitat.  

To learn more about and help support the important work MCWC does, 
visit our website below or attend our monthly general meeting on the 
first Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 

www.midcoastwatershedscouncil.org  
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Education 
Making meaningful 
watershed connections 

MCWC’s education program provides 
youth service learning through their 
Natural Resource Crews (NRC). Our 
primary summer jobs were: shrimp 
research with Dr. John Chapman, 
planting preparation along the Salmon 
River, and at Beaver Creek. We spent a 
lot of crew hours digging up 
blackberries and removing other 
invasive species at Pixieland, Tamara 

Quays and Beaver Creek.  Our 
partnering organizations have done a 
good job this year of putting some 
money in their budget for the NRC, 
which has resulted in the year- around 
funding through the Community 
Stewardship monies at OYCC. Because 
the natural resource restoration and 
research crews have summer and 
school year funding this year, the                 

youth can make additional watershed 
connections as they can plant trees in the 
winter and care for them in the 
summer.  The NRC worked on numerous 
projects including increased butterfly 
habitat at Big Creek, creation of a 
pioneer garden with a fence at Yaquina 
Head, “Rainforest to the Sea” outdoor 
school preparation and facilitation, 
native nursery work and community trail 
maintenance. 

Chairman’s Statement 
“June 2011 marked the completion of thirteen years of work since the MidCoast Watersheds Council was started in 1998.  In 
that time many streams have been opened or made accessible, riparian zones improved, complexity added to streams for 
better fish habitat, and invasive plant species removed.  As Kevin Roberts, the first Chair stated about a decade ago, “It is 
important to note that we have done these things together, by consensus of the group.  It has not always been easy for us to 
agree.  We all come from different backgrounds and have different philosophies.  Yet there is power when we move forward 
with a project, because a very diverse group agrees that the project is the correct thing to do.”   
 
On a personally sad note, our long-time member, Janice Christensen, passed away in January.  Jan was our friend, our 
treasurer and our bylaw expert.  I know that I miss her warmth and her counsel.  
 
Looking ahead to the 2011-2012 fiscal year, I see that we are embarking on a period of belt tightening.  However, we are 
planning to increase the number of grant applications for worthwhile projects in our coastal watersheds areas.   We are 
engaged in public involvement and setting planning priorities for a new wildlife area on Beaver Creek.  And we have 
outreach programs underway in the communities of the Upper Yaquina River and the Five Rivers area on the Alsea River with 
our partner, the Alsea Watersheds Council.  These outreach efforts educate and involve private land owners and will lead to 
future restoration projects.”  – Sam Adams, Chair 
 

Coordinator’s Statement 
“From our inception in the 1990’s, the MidCoast Watersheds Council has taken the view that our work should be 
concentrated in the watersheds and estuaries of our MidCoast territory, from the ridgetops to the beach.  We have often had 
educational programs at council meetings that dealt with marine research and conservation, but we did not see a role for the 
council in marine work.  That changed when the Oregon Legislature designated watershed councils for seats on the 
community teams to develop and assess Marine Reserve proposals.  We took this as an assignment and participated 
extensively in the community team for the proposed Cape Perpetua Marine Reserve.  I was a designated Watershed Council 
representative, and Rennie Ferris served ably as alternate.  In reality, the team structured its workings such that the 
alternates got to participate fully in our deliberations.  So, our task was to take the initial proposal, developed by a group of 
citizens from Yachats and nearby, and forwarded with modifications from OPAC (Ocean Policy Advisory Council), and 
maximize its ability to deliver the intended ecological benefits while minimizing the economic impacts, particularly on 
fisheries.  We ended up reaching near consensus on a reserve package that included a smaller Marine Reserve than 
originally proposed, but a larger associated Marine Protected Area, and a Bird Conservation Area.  Together, these provide 
significant protection for rockfish and other hard-bottom biota, allow access to most of the best areas for crabbing, protect a 
significant series of seabird colonies and pinniped haulouts, and protect the foraging habitat of Oregon’s largest remaining 
Marbled Murrelet population.  The skills we have developed over the years in the Watershed Council proved very useful in 
helping the group to stay on task and come to a successful outcome.  So I guess the legislature knew what it was doing in 
writing us into the process!  The resulting package still waits legislative action, but overall we found the process very 
satisfying.”  – Wayne Hoffman, Coordinator 

 



 Restoration Projects 
Improving habitat & landowner outreach 
We used this fiscal year to employ a new approach to 
large project development.  We have been contracting 
with Bio Surveys LLC to do Limiting Factors Analyses for 
a number of years, but we had experienced a bottleneck 
in turning the results into restoration proposals to move 
forward.  So, we hired Bio Surveys, along with KFH 
Consulting to do targeted community outreach in the 
Upper Yaquina and in Five Rivers, to bring Limiting 
Factors Analysis results to the respective communities, 
and to develop support for specific restoration activities.  
In the Upper Yaquina, Steve Trask of Bio Surveys, and 
Karen Fleck Harding of KFH developed outreach mailers 
detailing the Limiting Factors results, and worked with 
our Yaquina coordinator, Lisa Mulcahy, to host 
community meetings in the basin and facilitate 
community conversations about restoration work.        

The Upper Yaquina meetings led to a Phase I proposal 
submitted in Oct. 2010 and funded for work in the 2011-12 
Fiscal Year, and a Phase II proposal for follow-up work.  The 
community discussions also brought out some issues related 
to trash (old ties) abandoned along the railroad, and Lisa has 
been working with the community and the railroad toward a 
cleanup. 

In Five Rivers, community meetings have led to recognition by 
the community of the important role that beavers used to play 
in watershed function, and a willingness to work toward 
restoring beaver populations.  The Council is now applying 
for funds to help the community develop a beaver 
management plan.  In addition a proposal for restoration work 
in the basin is being developed – the work to involve both the 
MCWC and the Alsea Watershed Council. 

 

Financial Statement  
MIDCOAST WATERSHEDS COUNCIL 

2010-2011 FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
Statement of Revenues and Expenditures 

As of June 30, 2011 
     
Revenues:   Expenditures:  
     
Federal Grant Receipts $183,454.00   Personal Services $80,772.00  
State Grant Receipts $36,923.00   Material and Supplies $46,573.00  
Administrative Receipts $37,285.00   Administration Expenses $37,285.00  
Donations Receipts $3,829.00   Office Rent $10,800.00  
Foundation Receipts $7,500.00   Contract Services $113,656.00  

Interest Income $173.00   
Internet and Telephone 
Services $3,438.00  

Other Receipts $3,726.00   Travel and Conferences $6,670.00  
Tribal Funds $2,000.00   Office Expenses $10,973.00  
   Interest Expenses $181.00  
     
Total Revenues $274,890.00   Total Expenditures $310,348.00  
     
     
Balance as of 7-1-10 $37,794.00   Balance as of 6-30-11 $2,336.00  

 



 

 

 

Salmon-Drift Creek Watershed Council 

2011 was another busy year for the Salmon Drift Creek Watershed Council (SDCWC).  In 
February, SDCWC welcomed its new Executive Director, Catherine Pruett.  Under this new 
leadership, SDCWC continued its work in the Salmon River estuary, helping to restore natural 
ecological functions.   At the former Pixieland Amusement Park site SDCWC and its partners 
removed all remaining infrastructure, reestablished Fraser Creek (photo right), planted 
thousands of native trees and shrubs, and worked to control non-native plant species.  SDCWC 
will continue planting, invasives control and effectiveness monitoring at Pixieland and Tamara 
Quays for a number of years. SDCWC's other work this past year has included research and 
design of restoration projects in the Rock Creek, Bear Creek, Crowley Creek and Schooner 
Creek watersheds, planning of a native plant nursery, continued water quality monitoring at 26 
sites, initiation of a source water protection public outreach campaign, and significant expansion 
of its education program. Learn more about SDCWC's invaluable work at www.salmondrift.org.  
Monthly general meetings are held from 6:30-8:30 p.m. on the second Tuesday of each month.  

Siletz Watershed Council 

In 2011, Aaron Duzik was introduced as the Siletz Watershed Council’s new coordinator. In April 
the Council hosted its annual river clean-up day where volunteers removed 1600 pounds of trash 
from the banks of the upper river. Throughout the year the Council succeeded in receiving the 
endorsements of the Lincoln County commissioners, The Confederated Tribes of the Siletz 
Indians, and both cities of Newport and Toledo in their efforts to discourage the use of outboard 
motors above the drinking water intakes near the town of Siletz. New signs were posted at boat 
launches and parks throughout the watershed with the new strengthened endorsements. 
Working with the City of Siletz, the watershed council developed a conceptual plan for the Mill 
Park site with hopes for future park development. The City of Siletz offered their support for the 
project and the Council will continue to work with the City in 2012. Along with other local 
partners, the Council was able to successfully lobby the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 
to move the fall salmon fishing deadline down the river to help protect vital spawning habitat.  

Yaquina Basin Planning Team 

The Yaquina Basin Planning Team (YBPT) acts as a communications link between Yaquina 
watershed residents and the Council and provides outreach and volunteer coordination for the 
MCWC. Outreach efforts included participation in several local events including Earth Day at the 
Aquarium, G-P Fishing Derby, and the Lincoln County Fair. For the January King Tide Project, the 
YBPT partnered with Oregon Shores to engage the public in a photo-taking project to document 
the potential effect of sea level rise on their watershed, followed by an educational meeting. 
Along with Karen Fleck-Harding and Steve Trask, the YBPT hosted a second community meeting 
near Blodgett/Nashville to prepare for the next round of large-scale restoration proposals in the 
Upper Yaquina. The YBPT continues to work with the community to document the extent of 
creosoted railroad ties and facilitate their removal. Service activities this year included an ivy 
pull in June, where volunteers removed 2,000 lbs. of invasive ivy from the park near the Toledo 
Library, and participation in the May and September Yaquina Bay SOLV Cleanups. Following mutual concerns about marine debris, the 
council is partnering with the Port of Newport in future efforts to educate users of the bay. The year ended with a tour of MCWC’s 
restoration site at Cook Creek (photo right) where we saw increased numbers of salmon compared to 2009. 

Partner Watershed Councils 
The MidCoast Watershed Council provides support for local watershed groups, including the Siletz, Yaquina, and Salmon. The MCWC works in an area 

of nearly one million acres including all of the streams draining from the crest of the Coast Range to the Pacific, from the Salmon River to Cape Creek at  

Heceta Head. To learn more and support the important work we do visit: www.midcoastwatershedscouncil.org. 

PARTNER organizations 

Angell Job Corps 
Benton County Public Works 
Benton Soil and Water Cons. Dist. 
Bio Surveys LLC 
Bureau of Land Management 
Central Coast Land Conservancy 
Community Services Consortium 
Confed. Tribes of Grand Ronde 
Eddyville Charter School 
Forest Capital Partners 
Hancock Timber  
Hull-Oakes Company 
James Standard Foundation 

Jubitz Foundation 
Lincoln Co. Commission 
Lincoln County Public Works 
Lincoln County School District 
Lincoln Soil & Water Conservation District 
National Audubon Society 
National Fish & Wildlife Foundation 
Natural Resource Conservation Service 
Oregon Coast Community College 
Oregon Community Foundation 
Oregon Dept. of Environmental Quality 
Oregon Dept. of Fish & Wildlife 
Oregon Parks & Recreation Department 
Oregon Department of State Police 
Oregon Department of Transportation 

Oregon Ecology Fund 
OSU Extension Service 
Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board 
Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission 
Port of Alsea 
Port of Toledo 
Port of Newport 
Toledo Dept. of Parks and Recreation 
Plum Creek Timberlands 
River Design Group 
Siletz Valley School 
Siulslaw National Forest 
The Wetlands conservancy 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
US Fish and Wildlife Service 
Van Eck Forest Trust 
 


